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- Karnataka - 562106

Tel. :(91) 011-4922 5000
Fax :(91) 011-4922 5011

Sub: Extension of provisional approval of affiliation to Alliance School of
Law, Alliance University, Bengaluru, Karnataka for imparting three year
LL.B degree course with intake of two section of 60 students in each
section, five year BA LL.B (H) integrated degree course with intake of
three section of 60 students in each section and five year BBA LL.B (H)
integrated degree course with intake of three section of 60 students in
each section for a period of one year i.e. for the academic year 2025-2026
and regularization of admission made during the academic period/ year
2024-2025 subject to compliance of Rules of Legal Education, 2008 and
all circulars/directives/guidelines/notifications issued from time to time
by the Bar Council of India with respect to maintenance of standards of
Legal Education in addition to the specific clauses mentioned herein
under in this letter.

Sir/Ma’am,

This is with reference to above mentioned subject regarding extension of
provisional approval of affiliation to Alliance School of Law, Alliance
University, Bengaluru, Karnataka which has already applied for extension of
approval of affiliation for the academic year 2025-2026.

You are hereby allowed to admit students in imparting three year LL.B
degree course with intake of two section of 60 students in each section,
five year BA LL.B (H) integrated degree course with intake of three section
of 60 students in each section and five year BBA LL.B (H) integrated
degree course with intake of three section of 60 students in each section
for a period of one year i.e. for the academic year 2025-2026 and
regularization of admission made during the academic period/ year 2024-
2025.

The earlier period from 2024-2025 is also regularized since the University
had deposited the approval fees.
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The provisional approval of affiliation shall be conditional and is subject
to every Centre of Legal Education/college being required to submit a
certified authenticated bank statement bearing bank stamp, date and
signature, mandatorily with respect to the salary/ies being disbursed to
all the teachers/faculties with effect from April, 2024. The bank
statements for the upcoming months must be continued to be submitted
every three months without fail, and CLE is also required to furnish list of
teachers with qualifications as per BCI and UGC Rules, and further furnish
proof/receipts of fulfillment of minimum library requirements, as
enumerated under Schedule-III, Rule-15, Minimum Library requirements
of Legal Education Rules-which is the sine qua non of a Centre of Legal
Education. Certain show cause notices and compliance letters had also
been issued specifically to certain Centers of Legal Education/Colleges,
with conditions mentioned therein, which have to be complied too as per
the time stipulations therein, and if they have not been complied with
they must be complied with immediately. .

Ensure to comply with the aforesaid compliances, otherwise the
provisional approval of affiliation being issued herewith may be
withdrawn.

Certain specific details are provided herein for your convenience and
they are also specifically required to be complied with by every CLE in
view of Rules of Legal Education, 2008 and circulars, guidelines,
directives, public notification issued by the Bar Council of India from
time to time for maintenance of standards of Legal Education.

Faculty

As per Rule-16 and Rule-17 of Schedule III of Legal Education Rules, 2008, the
minimum requirement for three year LL.B degree course with 1 or 2 section /s
is 4 faculty in first year, 6 in second year, 8 by the third year alongwith 1
Principal.

Furthermore, in addition there should be adequate English, Computer teachers
in the ratio of 1:40 and there should be 1 qualified librarian. If the strength
goes beyond 2 sections, the entire ratio of all faculty members should be 1:40.
Similarly, the minimum requirement for five year integrated degree course with
1 or 2 section/s is 6 in first year, 8 in second year, 10 from third year.
Principal will be common.

For specialization or Honours courses, there has to be a minimum of 3
teachers for such specialized course 1 major and 2 minor apart from having
English and Computer teacher. Kindly note that these faculty members have to
be in the ratio of 1:40 for the years they are studying such subjects during the
entire duration of the course.

The faculty is required to be adequately qualified with minimum 2 year LL.M
degree for teaching Law or have any other higher degree for teaching law
subjects. The non-law teachers with respect to social science must have a
minimum of MA in that particular social science subjects being taught. 1
major and 2 minor social science subjects have to be taught in the 5 years BA
Integrated degree course. The principal is required to
have minimum prescribed qualifications in law prescribed by UGC, and should
have minimum 15 years of experience. He/she has to be a Professor in law
with Ph.d in law. '

They are required to be paid as per salary as per latest UGC pay scale
commensurate to their designation as Assistant Professor, Associate Professor
and/or Professor.

The ratio of faculty members to students should not be less than 1:40
after the minimum strength of core faculty as per Rule 17 is ensured.
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Library Enhancements

The CLE's library needs significant improvements. It should invest in acquiring
more reference and textbooks of the latest editions. Allocate an annual budget
of at least Rs. 10 lakhs for purchasing new reference books, textbooks, and
journals. Furthermore, the CLE should establish an e-library by subscribing to
reputable e-law journals and acquiring electronic databases of law journals, as
specified in the Rules of Legal Education.

- Equip the library with at least 20 computers. As per schedule III clause 9 (b)
Computer Education has to be made compulsory for all the students.

-Ensure the library is open for reasonable hours to accommodate student
needs.

- Create adequate reading space for students and upgrade the overall
infrastructure of the library.

As per Schedule III, provision 4, 6 and 15-A Law Library has have a set of AIR
manual, Combo offer of CD of AIR Pvt. Ltd. (containing electronic version of AIR
Supreme Court and High Court Data bases Research 1950-2015 (four
connections each) Cr. L.J. Data Base 1950-2015(four connections) AIR Privy
Council Data Base 1900-1950 (four connections) AIR Manual latest 6th
Edition(1-45 Vols.) AIR Journal 20105, Cr: Lal. 2015, L1.C. 2015, AIR Civil
Cases 2015, AIR Law Lines 2015, AIR Cheque Dishonour Reports 2015, AIR
Accident Claims and compensation 2015, Institution shall get electronic
versions updated every year by AIR Pvt. Ltd. Central Acts and Local Acts,
Criminal law journal, SCC, Company cases, Indian Bar Review, selected
Judgements on Professional Ethics and Journals with the back volumes for at
least ten years and also such number of text books in each subjects taught
during the period according to the minimum standard ratio of ten books for
each registered students. For running integrated program, textbooks of such
other subjects are also to be kept in the similar minimum ratio. The Library
has to have adequate space in the library for computer facility with access to
internet and national and international library access and data bases. The
Library has to have adequate space for keeping books, periodicals, and
journals. The library shall also have adequate reading space for at least 25% of
the enrolled students according to per capita reading space specified by any
standard setting bodies like UGC.

Moot Court Hall

The Moot Court Hall should be ensured to be equipped with all necessary
amenities and have a dedicated space, separate from other uses. It should be
ensured that the moot court setup should be as per the Bar Council of India
norms, including 3 crown chairs, podium, witness box etc

Ensure that the Moot Court Hall is equipped with all necessary amenities for
effective simulation of courtroom proceedings.

The size of the moot court must be sufficient to accommodate at least 70
percent of the student and faculty strength and also external participants, and
invitees.

Legal Aid Services

The CLE must ensure to have/enhance its provision of free legal aid services to
the local community by ensuring adequate publicity and collaboration with the
District Legal Services Authority, as mandated by Clause 11, Schedule III of
Rule 11 of the Legal Education Rules, 2008. It should be located on the ground
floor close to the entry.

Common Rooms:

CLE should ensure to have/construct Boys and Girls Common Room in
separate rooms in the Academic Building.

The Girl’s common room should be ensured to be furnished with comfortable
chairs, two beds, and have its windows covered with curtains and have a
washroom should for enhanced privacy and convenience.
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The boys common room should be ensured to have adequate and significant
upgrades. The College should prioritize having/ creating a well-furnished and
equipped common room for boys.

Minimum Attendance
The relevant rule regarding the minimum attendance requirements in order to

appear for the end semester test is mentioned under Rule 12 of the Rules of
Legal Education, 2008 which is:

“12. End semester test: No student of any of the degree program
shall be allowed to take the end semester test in a subject if the student
concerned has not attended minimum of 70% of the classes held in the
subject concerned as also the moot court room exercises, tutorials and
practical training conducted in the subject taken together.

Provided that if a student for any exceptional reasons fail to
attend 70% of the classes held in any subject, the Dean of the University
or the Principal of the Centre of Legal Education, as the case may be,
may allow the student to take the test if the student concerned attended
at least 65% of the classes held in the subject concerned and attended
70% of classes in all the subjects taken together. The similar power
shall rest with the Vice Chancellor or Director of a National Law
University, or his authorized representative in the absence of the Dean of
Law.

Provided further that a list of such students allowed to take the
test with reasons recorded be forwarded to the Bar Council of India.”
Classroom size and Furnishings:

The CLE should ensure to have adequate number of classrooms to
accommodate all batches of students across all years for all law degree
courses. All classrooms should be of minimum 750 Sq. ft. and refurbished
with new, comfortable chairs and benches to ensure a conducive learning
environment. Proper size and standard furnishings are necessary to meet the
requirements of Rules of legal Education. Further advised to create/establish
one smart classroom and install the projectors in the class rooms which are
without the projector. i

Waste Management

Proper waste management practices must be implemented throughout the
College. This includes the installation of dustbins in all classrooms, moot court
rooms, common rooms, and staff areas to ensure cleanliness and effective
waste disposal.

Accessibility Improvements

To accommodate differently abled students and staff, the CLE must make
necessary provisions, including the construction of ramps, lifts, and the
installation of Braille symbols, ensuring compliance with accessibility
standards and it should exclusive for Law students, staff and faculty.

v’

You may kindly bear in mind that the Bar Council of India is the

sole and supreme sanctioning authority for seats and it does not
allow any supernumerary quota of seats Jor law degree courses,
over and above the sanctioned strength of seats and whatever
reservation of seats is to done by the University under whichever
quota as a rule has to be done within sanctioned strength of seats.
The only supernumerary quota, as of now permitted by the Bar
Council of India, is 10 percent seats in EWS quota over and above
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the sanctioned strength of seats allotted/approved by BCI and that
too, is subject to adequate infrastructure and qualified faculty to
accommodate the supernumerary seats. The same is required to be
adhered to. If there is any default on such part and the same is
discovered subsequently, action shall ensue which includes
revocation of approval granted.

The CLE is advised to declare the same voluntarily for

consideration of the same in a manner which will not be
detrimental to interests of the students admitted, if any, over and
above the sanctioned seats as a one time opportunity. The same
shall not be construed to be applied prospectively.

} It is pertinent to point that no University in India can offer a 4

year LL.B or integrated LL.B, followed by a 1 year LL.M in tie up
with a foreign University under the present BCI regulations. Such a
Law degree, nor the post qualification after it, is recognised by Bar
Council of India. The BCI only recognizes the pattern of a 12th
class +3 (graduation in any stream+3 (year Law degree) and/or a 12
+ 5§ year integrated law degree.

> While exchange programs of teachers and students have been

undertaken by Centers of Legal Education including, Law
Universities in India, Dual Degrees or joint Degrees with Foreign
Universities have not been permitted or recognized by BCI. It is
essential to emphasize that any foreign collaboration involving
legal education institutions, must strictly adhere to the regulatory
Jramework established by the Bar Council of India. It cannot
compromise on the quality of legal education mandated by the BCI
It's worth noting that unless a degree is recognized by the BCI in
India, it holds no validity within the country. Therefore, a degree
obtained from an Indian University, being recognized solely in a
foreign jurisdiction, without recognition in India, would be of no
consequence to the university or its students.

> Recognition and approval of law degrees are exclusively within the

purview of the Bar Council of India. Consequently, if, upon
thorough evaluation it is determined Law degrees are being issued
by Universities against the rules and norms of Bar Council of India,
recognition of such degree/s shall be withdrawn and such degree
holders shall not be entitled to be enrolled in any State Bar Council
in India.

> BCI and it’s Legal Education Committee have time and again

reiterated, stated and clarified, that it does not recognise LL.B
andfor LL.M or any Law degree course through online mode,
correspondence, open and/or distance learning mode.

} It- has further come to the attention of the Bar Council of India and

its Legal Education Committee that certain institutions are
offering Master of Arts (MA) programs with a Law subject, in open
and distance learning mode, or online mode which attempts to
mimic the structure and content of a Master of Laws (LL.M.)
program. Upon careful examination, it has been observed that such
an endeavor is beyond the scope and intent of a Master of Arts
Degree and is deemed impermissible. It is hereby clarified that
such MA degrees will not be recognized by the BCI as equivalent to
a Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree and for the purpose of teaching of
LL.B. Course. R
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> It is crucial to clarify that the designation “MA” signifies “Master of

Arts,” whereas “LL.M.” represents “Legum Magister,” a Latin term
denoting a “Master of Laws” Degree. The distinction between these
two titles is significant, as an LL.M. degree is specifically tailored
for graduates of law programs, whereas an MA degree
encompasses a broader range of academic disciplines and is
separate and distinguished from Master of Laws Degree. It is a
deliberate attempt to bypass LL.M. in such a manner.

} The BCI emphasizes that an MA degree with a Law subject does not

confer the same benefits or privileges as an LL.M. degree.
Individuals holding an MA degree in Law will not be entitled to the
benefits typically associated with possessing an LL.M. degree, nor
will they be eligible to teach in LL.B degree programs. Pursuit of
legal education at the postgraduate level, in the form of an LL.M.
degree, is restricted to individuals who have completed their
undergraduate legal studies while it is clarified that any
specialized branch of law offered at the master’s level, without the
LL.B./BA.LLB qualification as the requisite entry-level credential,
shall not be recognised as equivalent to an LL.I. degree.

} It is imperative for all stakeholders in the legal education sector to

understand that the distinction between an MA degree and an
LL.M. degree is significant. An MA degree with a Law subject does
not fulfill the requirements for recognition by the BCI as a
qualification equivalent to an LL.M. degree.

> This serves to clarify the position of the BCI on the recognition of

MA degrees with a Law subject and to prevent any misconceptions
regarding their equivalence to LL.M. degrees.

} The BCI and its Legal Education Committee has further also

observed that running an MA (with Law subject) by any such mode
is an attempt to mimic an LL.M, which is also not permitted by
such mode.

} It has also been brought to the notice of Bar Council of India that

some entities claiming to be Centre of Legal Education are offering
courses through distance education/correspondence mode, under
the nomenclature of the degree of LL.M. or LL.M. professional,
where anyone even without LL.B. can get an LL.M. degree, and, the
same persons are also getting registered for Ph.D., appearing for
UGC NET etc. thereby diluting quality of legal education.

} This is an illegal practice and Bar Council of India shall not
hesitate in taking stringent action against such centres.

RELEVANT SUPREME COURT AND HIGH DIRECTIONS INCLUDED IN
ORDERS/JUDGEMENTS AND OTHER RELEVANT ASPECTS ARE AS
FOLLOWS

Recently The Bombay High Court, in its judgment dated 2nd

April 2025 in the case of Smt. Nathibai Damodar Thackersey

Women’s University Law School vs. State of Maharashtra & Ors.,

W.P. No. 1501 of 2019, reiterated and upheld the statutory powers
Typed by M.J W

Fee and G.A Checked M.J







